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UM DEBATE TEAM PLACES AT ROCKY MOUNTAIN CLASSIC 
MISSOULA-
University of Montana Debate Team students Sam Trammell of Belgrade and Shivon 
White of Seattle, Wash., received third place after for their debate regarding U.S. foreign 
policy and Iran.
The 23-member team traveled to Billings Jan. 20-21 to compete in the Rocky Mountain 
Classic Tournament at Rocky Mountain College. UM joined other schools from across 
Montana, Wyoming and Nebraska in National Parliamentary Debate and individual speaking 
events.
“Two students had breakout performances,” said Ryan Morton, UM Debate Team 
coach. “Shivon White, a new student this season, jumped into the tough open division and 
made it to semis. Her partner, Sam Trammell, has been waiting all season to break into 
elimination rounds and finally achieved that goal.”
Svein Newman of Billings received the Top Speaker Award in the open division, which 
represents the top talent from each school. In it, cases are prepared 20 minutes in advance of 
the debate, and each side is given three speeches to deliver extemporaneously. Also placing
-more-
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were Jessica Reynolds of Helena, Ben Martin of Missoula and Trammell. More than 60 
debaters were involved in the competition.
Trammell also earned second place, beating out more than 20 competitors in the 
reasoned response event. In this portion of the competition, speakers are given a scenario to 
role play and give a speech they only have seven minutes to prepare. Trammell placed with his 
representation of a high school music teacher pleading with a school board for more money.
The next UM Debate Team meet is Feb. 16-18 in Seattle at the Western States 
Communication Association Conference.
For more information about the UM Debate Team, call Ryan Morton at 406-243-4551.
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